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Website Design

There are many steps involved in creating a Wieb sihave designed and published a
few and can assure you that you should always@iathe site before you develop it.

One of the first things to consider before desigranNeb site is if you have what you
need. Setting up your workstation is an imporfast step. Your workstation consists of a
computer, a modem, an Internet Service Providet saftware applications needed to complete
different parts of the site development. The potear you use can be either MAC or Windows
based. However, once your site is developed atgeod idea to view it on both types of
computers. Web pages sometimes tend to look ardifeerent on different platforms. You'll
also need a modem to connect to the Internet. Btwsputers come with a dial-up phone
modem, but depending on what type of connectionolaain, you may need a different type.
There are several available options for connegtong computer to the Internet. A dial-up
connection requires a standard telephone linesantich slower in speed than broadband
connections. Cable, satellite, and DSL are theettiypes of broadband connections available
today. Broadband connections allow for much fagpdoading and downloading of files.
Although a dial-up connection can be used, a braadltonnection is the better choice for Web
site designers. Choosing an Internet Service Beovs very important in terms of speed,
availability, and cost.

The next step is to make sure you have whatevewaid application you need to
develop your Web pages. While it is good to haveorking knowledge of HTML, there are
Web-authoring programs available that will allowuyto design your pages as you see them and

the program writes the HTML code for you. Theggetpf programs are referred to as
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“WYSIWYG” (what you see is what you get) progran®s.good example of a “wysiwyg”
program, and one that | use frequently, is MacraemBdeamWeaver. DreamWeaver not only
writes the code for you, it allows you to manipalét If you don’t plan on writing the HTML
code yourself, it is best to research the availaldb-authoring programs and choose what is best
for you.

Now that your workstation is all set up and reaalga, it is time to plan out your Web
site. First, you need to develop a strategy. Vdmatyour site’s goals? In other words, what type
of site are you developing? Will it be an eduaadicsite, e-commerce site, informational site,
etc? Who will your audience be? This is an impatreispect to consider when designing a Web
site. If your site will target only a certain gpmaf people, say for instance technology people,
then a highly graphical site would probably be okagause most likely they will be up to date
in terms of hardware and software, which would mgder site completely accessible to them.

If you are targeting a variety of users, then yoowtd probably use content that is accessible
from older browsers as well as up-to-date browsers.

The next step in planning your site is decidingtmcontent and structure. It is best to
make an outline and/or an organizational chartterstructure of your site. This will give you a
guide to follow when designing your pages. It distps to plan ahead how your pages are
linked to and from each other and what elementk page will consist of. | will use my online
portfolio for an example. There are five main gagemy online portfolio. The homepage is the
first page you see. On the homepage there are tinfour other pages and a link to download
my resume. The four pages linked from my homeagéitled “Web site Design”, “College
Assignments”, “Services”, and “Contact Me”. Thesges, in turn, have links to other pages

and downloadable files within my site. So, befobdesigned my site, | drew up an outline and
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an organizational chart showing the order of thgegaand what content each page would consist
of. Below is an example of an organizational cldrich structures my site. However there is a

lot more to my site than what is listed here.

HomepagT
—

| | | |
Resume Web Site College Services Contact Me
Design Assignment:

O P ED

Now that you have decided how many pages youmsiténclude along with their

content, it is time to think about what your domaame will be and who will host your site.

The best thing to do is to start out by checkirgdkailability of the domain name you want for
your site’s URL address. Once you have chosen gonrain name and checked that it is not
already used by another site, your URL addressh&ibomething like, www.yoursitename.com,
www.yoursitename.net, www.yoursitename.org, eton’Dwait to purchase your domain name.
If you find that it is available and have your diggket on that name in particular, you should get
it now before someone else does even if you havgatdinished designing your site.

There are many companies to choose from when iesdmhosting. One in particular is
GoDaddy, which offers an economy hosting plan foloav as $3.99 a month. The monthly
price is less than that if you sign up and payterwhole year all at once. GoDaddy’s economy
plan includes 5GB of disk space, 250 GB of montidia transfer, 500 e-mail accounts, 50 e-
mail forwarding accounts, and more. This is nbad deal since it would take a lot of

information to fill up 5GB of disk space. Howevdryour site is huge to begin with and will
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continue to grow before the year is up, your bestidto get a deluxe or premium plan. Above
all, research your options before you buy!

Now we can get back to designing those pages. s¥iould have already decided
on a color scheme and elements for each page baak you made your site’s outline. Solid
colors are best for backgrounds. Keep in mindvistors may not be able to make out the text
on the page if the background is textured. Thsiwething you will have to play around with.
You can also use an image for the background of gages but if they are smaller in size than
the browser window they will tile across the backgrd of your page in a repeat fashion.
Rollover images and flash buttons are both form¥&aehaScript and make great additions to Web
pages. Images should be either jpeg or gif foanatonly 72 dpi. When using a web-authoring
program such as DreamWeaver, you can place largeagas on the page and downsize them
using the stretch method. Doing this only charibesviewable size. It does not change the file
size, therefore, making the page longer to loadiwvers. This may be fine for viewers who
have a broadband connection, but it wouldn’t besfewers who have a dial-up connection. If
your Web site includes photo galleries of photasj ghould list links or photo thumbnails to
click on to view the large version of each pholtis way the viewer doesn’'t have to wait for
the page to load because of so many large formpttetbs. They can chose to view what they
want. The Thompson Park Web site includes manyophalleries and is a good example in
terms of thumbnails. There are so many thingscgruadd to your Web pages that a Web-
authoring program can help you with without haviagvrite the code yourself. If you are
designing a site for a business, you can add fohatsthe user can fill out and once they click

the submit button it will be emailed to the addrgss specify. The list of ideas goes on and on.
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While designing your pages, make sure your fitesosganized properly. To
each his own, but you should have a folder justrifages. Some Web site designers will make
a folder for each Web page. That folder will haltthe files that make up that particular page.
In other words, each page would have its own fotddiles. This is a great idea for pages that
will be updated and changed quite frequently bezallghe files for that page are in one place.
Others will make three folders; one for pages, fonénages, and another for other media like
sound files, pdf files, etc. Organize the sitessfiin a way that is best for you. Especially ifiyo
are the one maintaining the site updates oncepitliished to the Web. Before you upload your
site files to the Web you should test them in yoawser to make sure all the links work and the
pages look right. This is a good time to view ypages in other browsers as well.

The final step is publishing your site files to tMeb. This is done by using a FTP (file
transfer protocol). Internet Explorer has FTPfauitto it. Instead of typing your Web site’s
address (http://www.yoursitename.com) into the asislbar of Internet Explorer, you would
type ftp://www.yoursitename.com. Once you click #mter button a dialog box will pop up
asking for your username and password, which shoaNe been given to you when you
purchased you hosting plan and domain name. Aligking the OK button you are at the place
where you will store your site files. This pagéuatly looks like and empty folder on your
computer. It is an empty folder, but it is notyaur computer. It is on the Internet. You can
now open the folder on your computer where your fiés are located. With both folders open
you can now drag and drop your files from your catepto the folder on the Internet. There
are other ways to publish your files to the Intéinghe same fashion, but with a program other
than using the built in ftp of Internet Explorek. very popular program used is Secure Shell.

This program also uses drag and drop. Now yotigished! Voila! Your Web site has been
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published! Go back to the address bar in your beswand type in the URL of your web site

(www.yoursitename.com). You now have a presencemorld Wide Web! Pass it on!
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